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Lay Up Your Treasures 

We have come to the close of Sukkot. The harvest is upon us. Bursting forth! I have a question for you. “What will you do with your harvest?”

Yes, of course we will need to feed our families and pay some bills. But what about the balance of our bounty? The Lord says, “Lay up your treasures.”

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21)
In God’s economy storage has an entirely new meaning. Laying up our treasures means putting them in heaven. What a delightful idea. But just how do I do that? A couple of examples will help.

In Egypt, Joseph used an abundant harvest to sustain the life of Israel. For seven years he gathered crops and stored them. But he was not hoarding grain (Gen 41:49). The Lord was showing His servant that in times of plenty there is a need to save for drought and famine.

The bible illustrates such an abundant harvest:

Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you (Luke 6:38).
Imagine barrels, buckets, and baskets brimming with seed. Now think of every one of those seeds bursting forth with eternal life. So much potential.

What do these pictures have in common? I believe we are to recognize that the treasure we have been given has a higher purpose in God’s economy than it does in our own. The Lord has a special place for us to put our treasure.

Laying up our treasures is a picture of giving, not holding back. Usually we think of treasure as something we put in a vault for personal security. Not so in the economy of the Kingdom. The biblical picture of “laying up” refers to a spiritual deposit into the life of another.

Might your treasure be making a deposit into the life of another? Is your storage bin food for a hungry family? Could your treasure be the bruised life of a hurting child that has not learned to trust an adult? Perhaps an orphan? Maybe a single mom? The world is full of places to lay up our treasures.

The Lord is asking us to do something altogether different with His harvest. The Lord is telling us that to understand His harvest is to give it away!

I pray that you reap an abundant harvest and that you sow Firstfruits First into the lives of those who are the Lord’s true treasures. Amen

