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First Fruits First

November 1, 2017


Loosed in Heaven

And whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. [Matthew 16:19]
Allow me to be right up front, Halloween is not my favorite day of the year. What once was entitled a “Hallowed Eve” (of questionable origin) too easily deteriorates into a cesspool of misguided misfits claiming permission to scare the living daylights out of children – all the while calling it fun. Are we so naïve to believe there is no fallout from such mortified frolicking?

Now don’t get me wrong. I love the costumes (at least most of them), watching the wonderment of little starry-eyed kids barely old enough to walk approach their neighbor’s door - to discover a pot full of treats awaits beyond. Carving a jack-o-lantern is a creative, joyful, artistic exercise. And I must confess I enjoy indulging myself by grabbing a few mouthfuls of sugary snacks.

Oh that we would draw the line there and maintain our innocence. But those days have been left behind on a dusty, distant trail. Scaring our youth with lifelike decorations has skipped past paper mache into a far more realistic, and increasingly dangerous mode. I can’t help but notice that Halloween’s make believe goblins too closely resemble today’s real world terrorists.

Am I reaching too far to draw parallels between our fascination with horrific violence and foreign threats invading our heretofore-insulated lifestyle? Have we loosed into the realm of the spirit some semblance of acceptance of a terror that we don’t want to enter our homes? 
As Halloween grows in popularity, it’s gruesome side affects grant unbridled permission to terrify our own culture. Do we recognize that our zest for summoning gloom endorses satan’s game for promoting fear? Yet we respond with shock to stories touting an adversary intentionally employing the tactics of intimidation.
What we teach our children has far-reaching consequences. Let’s remember that fear is not a spirit with which to be trifled. How do we measure how much horror is healthy? Be wakeful. Be wise. Be watchful. There is a better way.
Rejoice in the Firstfruits of God. Yeshua is our portion. He is the proof of our Lord’s bountiful provision. Harvest time harkens the season of Thanksgiving. Never has the opportunity to show gratitude and to loose the blessings of heaven here on earth been more needed. Perfect love conquers all fear.
