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Use Your Gifts

Do you want to experience more of God in your life? If so, then use the gifts He has given you! The use of these gifts opens up the avenue of blessing – both for the giver and receiver. The more we use our gifts, the more room we make for God to move and to multiply His blessings.

I have often thought about why the Lord would say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” This appears twice in Matthew 25 where it describes how pleased the Lord is with those servants who have used His Gifts, or more specifically, His Talents.

I will not be surprised if this is how the Lord greets us when we go home to be with Him in heaven. I believe that all of us are looking for our Father’s approval as a measure of our life’s labors. This is a good thing. As children of the King, we want to know that we have used our allotted time here effectively to advance the Kingdom of God.

The gifts that we have received from God may be applied beneficially or selfishly. The Lord advises us that this application carries great responsibility. Matthew 18:1-6 cautions every recipient that misuse of our Lord’s gifts has dire consequences. The parable of the talents focuses on the difference between appropriate uses of our talents verses a passive response. But a critical danger is revealed in Matthew 18 for the one who abuses these gifts.

Within the context of God’s word of edification, “Well done,” I discern two significant avenues of thought. First is the issue of faith. Have I been faithful to God? Do I truly believe in Him? Does my life reflect this genuine faith? Have I been faithful enough share my faith with others?

The second aspect is about our gifts. God gives us more than faith. God gives us gifts. Each of us has special gifts deposited within our souls that allow us to exemplify the life of a believer. The Lord is scrutinizing our behavior.

It is the exercising of these gifts that gives us the opportunity to demonstrate God’s favor in our life. When God gives us these special abilities and talents, He expects us to use them to glorify His Name.

Consider that our employment of these gifts will play a significant part in how our Father will receive us. Will there be explosive joy when every believer reaches heaven? Most certainly. But there is an honor and glory reserved for those who have walked through the fire and continued to exercise their faith by giving and sharing their gifts in the manner for which they have disseminated, that destines us for exceeding favor in the hereafter.

Matthew 18 cautions us against misleading a child, or someone who is inexperienced and not capable of making mature decisions – the Lord does not look kindly on those who do not take His gifts to heart and use them to benefit those in need of assistance and/or protection.

To fail to defend those in need will be worse than having, “a millstone hung around his neck and to be drown in the depths of the sea.” Holding back or perverting our gifts grieves the heart of God. He has not given us these gifts to be trifled with or for self-aggrandizement. There are dreadful consequences for those who take advantage of God’s blessings.

Do you want to hear those words, “Well done, good and faithful servant?” If so, then I submit to you that your gifts have been given to you to give to others unselfishly.

Be generous with your gifts. Do not belittle the glorious calling of God to change the life of a person in need. Think of First Fruits First as a picture of giving. As you do, you will touch the lives of others, thereby changing both your avenue of blessing and transforming their lives for eternity! Amen.

