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After the Storm

Hurricane Sandy has done her work. The northeastern seaboard of our nation is in tatters. Lives are lost. Homes are destroyed. Is this an “act of God?”

Our world is reticent to take responsibility for things that are difficult to grasp, especially in the realm of the supernatural. It is ironic that “acts of God” are destructive in the parlance of insurance providers.

The fact is that God best demonstrates His grace in creation and salvation. But these concepts are not referred to as “acts of God.” Nevertheless, these are the most magnificent “acts of God” imaginable!

God uses the natural forces around us to send a multitude of messages. The snow and the rain can prepare the harvest or wreak destruction. The greatest message is not the presence of natural events, but their purpose.

We hesitate to give credence to events that lack scientific evidence, even as we allow the moon and stars to determine the best days to sow and reap.

Biblical accounts of storms are clear evidence of God’s hand entering into the affairs of man. Consider the plagues of Egypt; the storm of Jonah; or Jesus stilling the wind and the waves.

“Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.” [Jonah 1:12 NKJ]

I abhor the loss of life in our nation and the Caribbean. I see God as a loving and forgiving Father, who protects His loved ones. But we must consider whether the Lord allows such destruction because He is asking us to look at the results of the way we choose to live.

This is a difficult question. We must be honest with ourselves if we are going to be honest with God. We can dismiss earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis and the like. But we cannot disconnect ourselves from the planet we occupy and we need to know if our sin has such disastrous consequences.

King David reminds us: The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. [Psalm 24:1-4 KJ]

The Lord refuses to let us forget that He is our Creator. It is only by our understanding and appreciation of this unique relationship that we are allowed to approach His holy place.

I don’t believe that a loving father wants to hurt his young ones. I also know that every father realizes that a child that is raised without discipline will not learn the proper boundaries that give us true freedom.

Our Lord became the sacrificial lamb of the firstfruits of creation to show us the depths of His love. His willingness to suffer for our sin does not mean that we would not suffer as well.

This is our time to pray for those who are suffering. Let’s not let this storm pass us by without learning from it. Our nation is hurting. We have lost loved ones. Sometimes an “act of God” is to call some of us home. Now that the storm has passed God is watching.

