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Dayenu


Passover is a time of remembrance. During the celebration of this sanctified meal there is responsive reading reviewing a long list of miracles. We recall how God manifested His power and authority over creation to deliver His chosen ones from bondage. As each heavenly intervention is recited, all attendees echo the Hebrew word, “Dayenu.”

“Dayenu” is most often translated, “It would have been enough.” As the Seder draws to an end, there is an uplifting song we love to sing, “Dai Dayenu, Dai Dayenu, Dai Dayenu…”

The message is clear: God is all-sufficient. Passover is God’s gift to remind us to be continuously aware of His supernatural protection, provision, and deliverance out of Egypt.

As I consider my deep desire to receive more of God, I realize my yearning to see Him move in my life can be driven by my own depravity. I am learning that my hunger for God needs to be motivated by my great love for Him and His gracious provision. However, in my weakness I may try to convince the Lord that He needs to exercise His mighty power based upon my desires rather than by the sufficiency of His grace.

When Yeshua was delivered by Pontius Pilate to stand before King Herod, the ruler was hoping that he would be able to witness a supernatural sign.

And as soon as he [Pilate] knew that He [Yeshua] belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, He sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.

Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad;

For he had desired for a long time to see Him,
Because he had heard many things about Him,
And he hoped to see some miracle done by Him.
Then he questioned Him with many words,
But He [Yeshua] answered him nothing.
[Luke 23:7-9]

The miraculous dimension of the Kingdom of God is accessible to us, but not by our own authority. Our Lord’s response to Herod was to ignore his request. There is no doubt that Yeshua could have performed a miracle.

When should Yeshua perform a miracle? Will He answer my prayers? If we fail to see God as already all-sufficient, we won’t know how to answer. We must learn that the authority we have been granted to partner with the Lord in advancing His Kingdom is not under the control of our flesh, or even our will. No matter how badly I want to see God move, that decision is ultimately His. The lesson of humility tells us that God, in His grace, will determine the right way, place, and time to move.

God has done enough. He need not do anything else to prove Himself. He took Israel from bondage. On a sacrificial tree at Passover in Jerusalem two thousand years ago our Lord declared, “It is finished.” Yeshua the Pesach Lamb, the Savior of the world, destroyed the foundations of death and sin. At that instant the curtain separating the Most Holy Place in the temple was torn apart.

So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. [John 19:30]

As of that instant nothing stood between God and us. God’s supreme act of love is all-sufficient. It is, was, and forever shall be enough for all eternity. Three days following Passover is Shavuot, the Giving of Torah, and the Feast of Firstfruits. This is the very day Yeshua was resurrected. This is the ultimate day of “Dayenu.”

We recognize God’s sufficiency in the Passover through His miraculous plan of salvation from slavery – First, through the Passover in Egypt. Second, by the Last Supper in Jerusalem. In light of these two splendid Passover events that set us free forever, we can’t help but sing: “Dayenu!”

But now Christ is risen from the dead, And has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. [1 Corinthians 15:20]

