[image: image1.jpg]4




Empty Handed

Three times a year all your males are to appear before Adonai your God in the place He chooses-at the Feast of Matzot, the Feast of Shavuot, and the Feast of Sukkot. No one should appear before Adonai empty-handed- the gift of each man’s hand according to the blessing Adonai your God has given you (Deuteronomy 16:16-17).

What do we intend to offer when we appear before Adonai? Please realize that your gift to the Lord is a clear sign of how much you have received from Him.

Therefore, as we come before God with prayers and supplications, we need to do so with hearts of gratitude. To not be generous with our God says that He has not been generous with us.

Perhaps we think the challenges in our life are due to God’s unwillingness to bless His children. Are we petitioning our Lord to do more than He has already done? Are we looking for a point of leverage to persuade God? Such thinking is futile and goes contrary to the nature of our relationship with God.

It’s not wise to try to sway God’s opinion of oneself. To do so is to reverse the balance of power. Although life may be frustrating, even devastating, there is a line we don’t want to cross with God. That boundary is violated whenever we stop being thankful and come with empty hands.

Faced with the pain and agony of life, Job withstood the test of faithfulness. He would not turn away from God. He prayed and sacrificed to God daily. When God asks us to return to Mount Zion (or the place of His choosing) three times a year, it is to give His Chosen Ones the opportunity to bring sacrifices of thanksgiving.

God wants to bless us. As our Maker and Defender He ordains a standard that helps us to keep Him on the top of our list of priorities. This is not because He needs our praise. It’s because of our need to praise Him. God is not insecure. God reminds us that our ultimate security rest in Him.

Soon will be the Spring Harvest. Have you thought about your firstfruits offering? Let your hands be full. Lay out your blessings with grateful hearts before our King. Then you will receive of the abundant bounty that He wishes to add to you.

Remember that your firstfruits started with His firstfruits for you.

