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THE INSIDE OUT Church
"These who have turned the world upside down have come here too" [Acts 17:6].

The folks who turned the whole world upside down taught us the Kingdom of God has to be demonstrated or no one will believe God's Spirit within us is real.

 

Traditionally when we look for the Kingdom we seek the interior of the church to locate fellowship and a genuine sense of community. However, we must take care we don't get "trapped" inside.

 

Great preaching is a joy to behold and we all cherish a church where we are "being fed," but we must guard our hearts from hyper-focusing on excellent teaching to the degree that it blinds us from effective outreaching.

 

As our hunger to taste and see that the Lord is good leads us to God's house, remember, rivers of living water flowing from within need to be freely shared on the street, not bottled and stored in the wine cellar.

 

A longtime friend recently declared, "A real Christian lives his life so that whenever he sees someone in need he's compelled to do something about it." Contemplating the underlying message of God's Word inevitably leads believers outside the church walls and onto the highway of the Great Commission.

 

Not neglecting meditation and supplication, our calling urges us to exhibit the lovingkindness we've heard from the pulpit. A heart burning brightly for our king won't shine under a bushel. And giving may start with tithes, but cannot end there.

 

We aren't going to change the world by cajoling folks to enter church; we change the world by leaving the inside sanctuary as we carry our faith outside. That's where we find hungry people. That's where we share what we've been fed.

 

An inside out church is called to deliver the firstfruits of righteousness to a thirsty world. If we are going to turn the whole world upside down, we have to begin by turning the whole church inside out.

