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The Measure You Use
“Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you”[Luke 6:37-38].

Upon what scale does God weigh His thoughts towards us? Does God really care about how much we give? Does He calculate a proper tithe? Of course we know there isn’t anything that misses His gaze, but what is the most important aspect of our giving?

The standard for giving is initiated by God, not by us. As we struggle with the adequacy of our offerings, it’s easy to overlook the purpose for which God wants us to give. We associate giving with our costs: “I’d like to give more, but … there is the rent to pay; tuition is due this month; I need to pay for groceries; I want to celebrate my anniversary.” There is no end to the list of justifications.

Why would we draw such a conclusion about money? There are a couple of words here that trigger this response. The first word is “give.” We so associate giving with finances that other meanings seldom enter our minds. The second term is “measure” which occurs three times in this passage. Again, this term “measure” is most often equated with quantitative thinking. I wish to challenge such thinking concerning “give” and “measure.”

God gives to us on a reciprocal basis. Whatever we give becomes the basis upon which we receive. Sounds simple. If I decide to give a great amount, then I should receive a great amount. A small gift should only yield a small return. This perspective leads one to believe we are going to be able to predict the results of our giving.

Economics speaks of a proper return on investment for my “giving.”In other words, I want to know the “measure” of how my investment will benefit me. This passage in Luke is often used to spur believers to financially bless a church or ministry. We may think we know better than this, but listen to your inner dialogue the next time you make an offering. Do you hear “justification” talking to you? I know I do. Let’s rethink these verses.

Judge and condemn are contrasted to forgive, as Jesus instructs us about proper motives. The Lord cautions us against a dangerous mindset that justifies superiority or criticism. We must conclude there is far more to this passage than finances.
The first word of verse 38 is “give.” The ultimate meaning of this scripture hinges on this word. “Give” speaks not of material resource, but of the outpouring of God’s Spirit. We are being cautioned against a selfish attitude. Instead, the Lord masterfully guides us to shift our focus to the highest priority – our reason for giving supersedes the gift itself!

The type of giving the Lord desires comes from a pure heart. The Lord shows us that our motive for giving determines the outcome of our living. Any attempt to measure the value of our gift on physical terms only diminishes our reward. To instruct a believer to give money to a church or ministry based on the assumption that financial resources will be multiplied back in return cannot be fully justified in this passage. While a monetary windfall is within the scope of possible outcomes, it is an insufficient and narrow expectation.

Does God want to see you blessed as a result of your giving? Yes! Malachi even coaxes us to give more and to “try” the Lord in this. However, the measure is best applied to the fabric of one’s heart, not the thickness of one’s wallet.

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it” [Malachi 3:10].
The test before us is not to see how God responds to our giving. The true measure we seek is to know if our desire to give so alters our generosity that we are willing to believe that God will bless us because we have brought our very best gift and left it at the alter to be consumed by the fire of God.

A cheerful giver is one who has transcended the earthly benefits of giving and recognizes how heaven has made it possible to give unselfishly. When we fully grasp the benefit of giving we realize the Lord eagerly awaits our gifts so He can pour into our lives all that heaven and earth have to offer with the overflow of His bountiful love.

This is why First Fruits First is essential. Without the proper spirit of giving we will not receive the full measure of God’s gifts to us. Knowing what we have been given makes it a joy to give from the bottom of our hearts.

May the gifts of God overflow your life. Amen.

