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First Fruits First
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Look Up!

“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.” [Luke 21:27-28]

How do we respond to adversity? That’s a big question. We learn a lot about others and ourselves when the squeeze is on. Is your boss upset with you? Did your boyfriend dump you? Did you get rear-ended on the way to work?  

I’ve seen how easily my temper can flash out at people whom I genuinely respect when I get bad news. I see people react strangely when things don’t go their way. Overreaction quickly erodes relationships - sometimes permanently.

Learning how to respond to difficult situations is a necessity. Life will deal hard times. But we are not to turn away. We are called to “Look up!”

This passage from Luke encourages us to hold our heads high when things fall apart. In fact there is a description of earthshaking events preceding these verses. The way we respond will tell the world much about our faith.

And frankly, it tells us much about our own maturity. Our response to pressure is an excellent indicator of where we need to grow. It takes great courage, faith, and resolve to praise God when things grow dark.

This passage of scripture will likely be a needed reminder of our walk with Yeshua in the near future. 

Let’s be good examples. Let’s be people whom others can count on when the chips are down. Let’s be the firstfruits of righteousness who bring the peace of God when it is most need.

Our redemption draws near. Look up!
