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Lovingkindness

I believe lovingkindness is God’s motivator. Lovingkindness is the reason God wants to be close to His creation. God not only forges the universe, He fashions an everlasting place in our hearts to be near the people of His own making.

God’s grand design reveals the extent to which He prepared this place for us to live. The gift of life itself verifies that God has designed this world to discover the Giver and His gift of lovingkindness.

Last week we celebrated Christmas, the miracle of Emmanuel – God with us. Consider how God orchestrated His master plan so He might dwell within His own creation. This is the reason for the person of Yeshua. In the very act of creation, the Lord has gone through immeasurable, unimaginable efforts to demonstrate His lovingkindness.

We, as human beings also have the privilege of creation within our personal world. We can build houses and live in them. We can build relationships and reach out to one another. Alternatively, we can tear down these same items. Creativity carries an accompanying responsibility. Humanity requires a proper standard to determine what is best. Lovingkindness personifies such a lofty goal.

The Holy Scriptures is peppered with the term “lovingkindness.” Appearing 24 times alone in Psalms, God’s compassion for His creation is conspicuously thematic. His Word repeatedly reminds us of God’s wondrous works and His desire to be intimate with His loved ones.

If God is a good God, and I believe He is, then lovingkindness must be His purpose. Thus, the greatest good results when one aligns his or her own purpose with God’s character of lovingkindness. It doesn’t take long to determine if our efforts bear much fruit. Lovingkindness is not difficult to recognize.

When Yeshua taught us to pray, it was with the intention of knowing the character of God. The Lord’s Prayer reveals God’s nature and our appropriate response to our knowledge of Him. God’s lovingkindness is to foresee our needs and to provide for them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. 
 
Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen [Matthew 6:8-13 KJV]

Only a benevolent God would speak a prayer like this. Only a God who is personally available to us would teach us to pray in a way that opens our hearts to His, as He confirms that His heart if full of lovingkindness for us. The Lord’s Prayer not only tells us how to pray to God, it tells us why. It is the perfect picture of a God who is intimately connected with His creation.

Is not the greatest miracle that God loves, cares, and forgives us? And how does the Lord reveal His purpose? By standing right next to us. Yeshua was born to us. Yeshua lived with us. Finally Yeshua died and conquered sin for us! Hallelujah!

January 1 marks a day of First Fruits First. You and I are the Firstfruits of a loving, forgiving, compassionate God. Please ask the Lord how to begin sowing into this New Year with your firstfruits. Assuredly, He will reveal His lovingkindness to you.

Choose a ministry that reflects God’s heart. Seek His will in the Spirit of Firstfruits. Plant His Seed of lovingkindness. Allow the Lord to enter in. May His Seed take root and flourish and become the Firstfruits on your branches. Amen.

