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First Things First

Did you ever wonder how it is that God blesses us? By putting first things first.

2 Chronicles 31:5 As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits of their grain, new wine, olive oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They brought a great amount, a tithe of everything [emphasis mine].

When we put things in proper order there is a great blessing from God. From the first day of creation the Lord started to put things in order.

The above passage refers to King Hezekiah’s request for Israel to bring a firstfruits offering. From the way this reads Israel not only gladly complied, but the response was so overwhelming that their gifts were stacked in “heaps.”

Let’s see how things were set in order: 2 Hezekiah assigned the priests and Levites to divisions -each of them according to their duties as priests or Levites-to offer burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, to minister, to give thanks and to sing praises at the gates of the Lord’s dwelling. 3 The king contributed from his own possessions for the morning and evening burnt offerings and for the burnt offerings on the Sabbaths, at the New Moons and at the appointed festivals as written in the Law of the Lord. 4 He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the priests and Levites so they could devote themselves to the Law of the Lord.[see verse 5 above]

Hezekiah assigned priests and Levites specific duties to honor God’s dwelling place. He put practices in order for sacrifices, for thanks, and for worship. Places in the temple were prepared to receive the tithes. Worship was initiated. And how did Israel respond? See 2 Chronicles 31:6-10.

Nor can we overlook the significance of verse 3:“the king contributed from his own possessions.” Not only was the order given, the king himself participated in the giving. Such a model of leadership inspires the people of God.

Organization is not just for left-brained people. By laying out a message in a clear and concise manner, we make it easier for those who follow to reach their desired destination.

When Yeshua said, “Follow me,” it was not just to the destination he was walking. This directive is given almost two dozen times in the Holy Scriptures and the meaning is broad. Following the Lord requires doing things the way that He wants them to be done, which includes the where, when, how, and why for doing things. Operating God’s way entails a level of obedience that is virtually impossible without humility.

The dancer on a stage has a place to stand. The audience is seldom aware of the work that has gone into preparing that place. The efforts to layout that simple scene requires hours of rehearsal, placement of lights, orchestration, and developing the flow of events proceeding and yet to come. The audience merely views a lone individual standing on a stage. But there is more – so much more.

2 Chronicles 31:20 This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was good and right and faithful before the Lord his God. 21 In everything that he undertook in the service of God’s temple and in obedience to the law and the commands, he sought his God and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered.

Getting onto the right path requires more than direction. To be committed to an outcome requires planning as well as performance. Putting things in order requires much sacrifice. The world sees little of the blood, sweat, and tears that are shed to honor our king. But the Lord knows our hearts. He sees the preparation. He counts the cost of obedience to Him.

God knows whom to bless. He knows that a person who brings firstfruits first is a child of God. To the one who puts things in their proper order to honor his king, God will pour out His blessings in heaps.

And so how does this chapter end? And so he prospered.

Is this not the legacy we want to have written over our own lives? Such is the blessing of putting first fruits first. May the report of your life sound like Hezekiah’s. May the Lord bless you mightily for your firstfruits. Amen.

