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False Prophets 

“You shall know them by their fruits” [Matthew 7:16]. Here is a cautionary word to protect us from false prophets. Matthew teaches us how to discern those who are, and those who are not doing the Lord’s work. This instruction may be the best advice the Word of God gives us to keep a believer on the right path.

When the Lord formed man from the dust of the earth He put within each of us the desire to follow a strong leader. In seeking a mature figure to direct us, it’s easy to focus primarily on a powerful personality, instead of examining the fruit of a leader’s life and ministry.

How often have we found ourselves mystified and distraught because a person of supposed authority fails to walk in integrity? Nothing hurts like the hurt from someone whom we have held in esteem, especially a fellow believer. We want to believe that our brothers and sisters in the Lord will not let us down. A false prophet unable to shoulder the mantle of authority may appear as if he/she is saying and doing the right thing. After following too swiftly, or simply joining the crowd, we inevitably get caught in the snare of our own disillusionment.

Let’s think about the process we use to select our instructors. How does the Lord teach us to weigh such matters? The Lord points us to the fruits. Their fruits tell us if we can trust our leader to be righteous. The avenue one has previously traveled reveals the outcome of their choices, both good and bad. This is a good way the Lord teaches us to know the end from the beginning. When we know that the fruits are good, then we can be confident the tree and its roots are good.

We need to make sure we use both our physical and spiritual eyes to recognize good fruit. The sad truth revealed here is that we don’t see what’s in front of us because we fail to recognize our own weaknesses in making healthy, righteous decisions. Again, how do we overcome our shortsightedness? By examining the fruit. In so doing, the Lord gives us necessary spiritual insight.

The world has suffered continuous tragedy because we have sought after false prophets. From the deception in the Garden, through the ages, humanity has followed misguided idealists and arrogant tyrants down the road to our own destruction and despair. The resulting battles and confrontations have become the defining episodes adorning our history books.

The bible shows us how to avoid such struggles. Graciously, the God who knows our weaknesses has taught us how to overcome deception. Look at the fruits. Inspect them carefully. Don’t settle for anything but the best fruit.

A good tree yields only good fruit. May your fruit be from the Righteous Branch, the Firstfruits of God, Yeshua, our King. We need to follow Him. Amen.

