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First Fruits First


Eating the Fat


      February 1, 2018
So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers: ‘Do this! Load your animals and go to the land of Canaan. Then get your father, your households, and come to me. I’ll give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you will eat the fat of the land.’ 
[Genesis 45:17-18]

How does our Lord reward those whom He finds faithful? We often wonder if our exploits have caught the attention of those in authority. We must remember that our efforts are ultimately unto the Lord, not for man’s approval.

Joseph had so impressed Pharaoh with God’s favor and wisdom that Pharaoh reciprocates by granting him the very best his Egypt has to offer. Within Pharaoh’s invitation, Joseph is informed that the ruler wishes to extend sincere gratitude for his service in protecting his nation from seven years of prophesized famine.
In predominantly agrarian cultures, where food was often scarce, fat spoke of abundance – of great sufficiency. Consuming the fat was synonymous with the blessings of wealth and well-being. This reassurance told Joseph that his governance had earned him and his family a place in the hearts of Egypt.
With the shifting priorities of sovereignty and politics, Egypt is most often cast as Israel’s adversary. Contrastingly, Joseph represents Israel’s calling to bless the nations, including their enemies, by consistently offering the olive branch of peace and ongoing acts of goodwill.
Israel is blessed to be a blessing. All the nations of the earth are to be blessed by Israel. Today, just as in Joseph’s day, that blessing takes a multitude of forms: agriculture, disaster relief, technology, engineering, medicine and more. Israel has the highest calling. She is to lead. She carries the banner of reconciliation to the nations despite war, hatred, history, discrimination, and persecution.

In our contemporary world Israel is eating fat of the land. Her desert brims with milk and honey. Her people are the first to respond to emergencies. Much more than ministry, service is a lifestyle. Israelis are expected to participate with unselfish generosity. Israel is now as it always has been – the firstfruits of God’s bounty.
May we, the One New Man – the renewed nation of Israel - extend the hand of fruitful lovingkindness to all in need. God expects this of His children.

'To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.’ [Revelation 2:7]
