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Ask Don’t Tell

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. [Matthew 7:7-8]

One of the most valuable lessons I learned from my father is how to ask. This came about due to my disrespectful habit of telling, even yelling at my dad about what I wanted or needed. Sometimes I demanded. Often I would lose my temper.

My father’s response gave me my first clue that I wasn’t expressing myself in such a way that was appropriate. I can hear him now, “Bob, are you asking me or telling me?”

Because we seldom see ourselves in the proper light, it often takes the response of a friend or family member to inform us of our faults. This is usually an awkward moment of realization that we are not communicating effectively. It’s embarrassing and can trigger some strong emotional responses. But this is what it takes to learn and to grow.

How easily we lose track of the predominant role our parents and authorities have in our lives. Instead of honoring our elders’ standing and appreciating that they truly do want to help us advance, we allow our frustrations to drive our communications.

The word of God is not giving us a formula that says every time we ask we will have whatever we are looking for. Heaven is not a divine vending machine where we make our requests known to God and he automatically grants them. While this approach sounds ideal, it fails to achieve the desired result – personal growth.

When we think of firstfruits, we are struck by the attitude that must be embraced for us to live a life holy acceptable to our Lord. Firstfruits teaches us to begin with thanksgiving. Likewise, asking instead of telling accompanies a humble heart.

When an adult hears a child ask quietly and politely, hearts are softened. We immediately recognize love is leading the request. In this posture of appreciation for the one who has the ability and desire to bless us, we will receive all that God has for us.

Let’s remember to concentrate on our motive for asking and all will be opened to us. God wants to bless us. God wants us to know that He knows how to accomplish this.

