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He is my Defense

The wicked in his pride persecutes the poor;
Let them be caught in the plots, which they have devised.
[Psalm 10:2 emphasis added]

When we become the victim of an evil plot, it is a challenge figuring out how to respond. In our flesh, we often want to take matters into our own hands. Hollywood relishes the hero who doesn’t wait for the law. Usually this is justified by an inept system of justice – thus the need to see justice done on our own terms.

A wicked person has discovered our weaknesses, thereby targeting us, and then taking advantage of us. They cross our boundaries. Ultimately, these circumstances are the most frustrating.

It is reestablishing these boundaries where the issues get sticky. In our impatience to see justice done, we can move too quickly. This is why placing our trust in God is absolutely essential. No lesson that we can teach another will ever be as significant as the one God employs.

If we don’t swiftly seek the face of God when we encounter adversity, we move without wisdom. When we jump into action too quickly, the righteous standard that needs to be restored is bypassed. This is why mistakes are so often repeated. Lessons are not properly learned, so the problem persists – even though the perpetrator is fully cognizant that he or she is taking advantage of someone.

We turn to God first because He is the First of the firstfruits. His sacrifice eliminated all sin. He alone has the absolute authority to overcome evil. When we allow God to determine the corrective course, problems disappear and do not return. One of the ways we can tell that God is in the midst of the circumstances is when we see our enemy’s plots return upon their own heads.

Behold, the wicked brings forth iniquity; Yes, he conceives trouble and brings forth falsehood.

He made a pit and dug it out, And has fallen into the ditch which he made. His trouble shall return upon his own head, And his violent dealing shall come down on his own crown.
[Psalm 7:14-16 emphasis added]

We have the responsibility to point out the boundaries that have been violated. We can even warn those who scheme against us that their behavior will bring trouble. But the child of God knows that it is our Father in heaven who will set things straight. We see this in the Bible; those who oppose Israel also oppose the God of Israel!

Our confidence in God is a great witness of our faith. When we let our opponent know that he is up against the Holy One, a boundary is established that only a fool would try to cross again. If he foolishly continues to cheat, we know the battle belongs to the Lord.

Once the wicked have been placed on notice; the rest is up to God. He is our defense.

The nations have sunk down in the pit which they made; In the net which they hid, their own foot is caught. The Lord is known by the judgment He executes; The wicked is snared in the work of his own hands.
[Psalm 8:15-16 emphasis added]

In the midst of our tribulations there is a God who executes judgment. Often it does not come in the way or the time of our choosing. Yet we will see how the plots and ploys of our foes become the snare that entangles them. This is our Lord’s way of making sure we recognize His sovereign hand governing the events on earth.

When the Lord of heaven and earth moves to set things in order it becomes readily apparent to all that justice has been done and the boundaries have been reestablished in God’s righteousness, not our own. When the God of firstfruits gets the last word, nothing else needs to be said. Amen.

