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First Fruits First


Hypocrites!


August 1, 2018

“Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!”
Hypocrites! This is how Yeshua describes his religious opponents. The New King James Version uses this identical expression 7 times in Matthew chapter 23 – verses 13, 14, 15, 23, 25, 27, and 29 – complete with exclamation points! His caution against hypocrisy never wavered.

Yeshua wasn’t fooling around with the religious authorities. Those in charge had subverted God’s intent for His children. He knew this must end.

Perhaps there is nothing that upsets God more than people who claim to be representing God, who then take advantage of their position to control and even rob God’s beloved children.

Studies of the Word of God always direct us toward the authority of scripture. If something appears more than once, it is to be given added emphasis. Something repeatedly spoken by Yeshua 7 times in one chapter, all in the same context, is bedrock.

A quick study of the root of the Greek word for hypocrisy describes the mask worn over the faces of Greek actors. The obvious comparison is to the hidden face of an individual who carries a differing agenda than the mask presented to the public.

Yeshua did not observe the religious leaders operating as self-sacrificing public servants for the benefit of his fellow humanity that the priestly mantle was to represent. What he saw deeply disturbed him.

Today, there is much that disturbs the believing community. We may not be objecting to what we encounter the same way as Yeshua, nevertheless, we are accountable before God to demonstrate personal sacrifice. That is why Firstfruits is so significant. This shows the attitude of leadership. The model of leadership is to acknowledge our belief and reliance on the One who brings us into eternal relationship before our Creator.

May our unselfish faith in the One who exposes the hypocrites be the balm and lovingkindness for those who live their life behind the hidden eyes of this lost and fatherless generation.

Don’t be two-faced. Look to the Light of our Salvation, the Lover of our Soul, the Friend who never leaves or forsakes us. Allow the countenance of your face to reflect His glory. 
