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First Fruits First


All the Boys


April 1, 2019

“Are these all the boys you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” he replied, “but right now he’s tending sheep.”  
[Samuel 16:11]
Samuel’s instructions were clear: “I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have selected for Myself a king among his sons.”  
Samuel sets out for Bethlehem. Seeing him approach, the elders come out to meet him. They tremble with fear. Such was the absolute authority God’s chosen carried during Saul’s reign. They asked the prophet, Do you come in shalom?”

Not only does Samuel reassure them that he comes in peace, he consecrates Jesse and his boys in preparation for the anointing of the soon-coming king of Israel. Both Samuel and Jesse are surprised that none of his first seven sons are selected.

The Lord’s choosing is unexpected, unpredictable, unorthodox, and unseen. Neither  father nor prophet could predict the calling of God on Jesse’s own flesh and blood. 
Consider how often we make our choices based upon our own criteria. The world seldom notices where, when, or how the hand of God moves. Our heavenly Father knows our worth. He builds us, equips us, to be members of Yeshua’s body. 
Constructing character is an internal operation. The exterior world focuses on exterior appearances. Our culture assesses success via popularity and position.

Firstfruits appear well before we observe the maturing harvest. Their offering is built on a yet-to-be-revealed promise, not performance. The marks on God’s measuring stick are concealed, invisible to the eye of man.

Beloved saints, let the Lord have His way in you. Don’t be one of the boys. For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him [2 Chronicles 16:9].
The Lord calls us to higher ground. He does not want us to get there by clamoring for attention. Quite the contrary, He instructs us to shepherd by lifting His sheep.

Fear not. He sees every inch of your fabric. And He comes in shalom.

