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Disobedience

For just as you once were disobedient to God but now have been shown mercy because of their disobedience, in like manner these also have now been disobedient with the result that, because of the mercy shown to you, they also may receive mercy [Romans 11:30-31].

What a remarkable statement. Here in the book of Romans Paul informs the Gentiles that they are just as disobedient to God as the Jews have been.

Paul makes it clear that God holds no favoritism to any group who expose the faults of others. There is no “one-upmanship” in the Kingdom of God. Paul points us to the disobedience of all humanity – both Jew and Gentile. God is not being judgmental; to the contrary, this is His way of reminding us how unqualified we are to receive His mercy.

That’s right, our salvation is based upon God’s mercy – the one factor over which we have absolutely no control. God’s mercy is manifested as He extends forgiveness for our disobedience. There is no earning this gift. We don’t get closer to God by being better than anyone else.

In fact, one of the signs of our brokenness is our predisposition to cast blame onto others. The same process we use to defray our own culpability serves as an example of the type of disobedience we wish to avoid.

It humbles us to discover that the great equalizer God exhibits to His children is not based on one’s kindness or goodness. Ironically, God uses my own disobedience to qualify me in joining my King on His cross. Yeshua didn’t die for Himself; He died for you and me while we were yet sinners.

Yeshua passed from death back again to life. That miraculous event paid the price for our disobedience and secured our salvation.

Then our loving Father extended His mercy to each one of us – proving it is a supernatural gift from the Mercy Seat which bridges the chasm between my Maker and me. This gift is the Firstfruits of creation, Yeshua.

We can never thank him enough.

