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Isolation
A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.Proverbs 17:17 
God doesn’t want us to fly solo. We need friends. In fact, there are times in life when all we may have left is a good friend.

There are a great many benefits to companionship. The principle of partnership is not limited to marriage. Friendship, shared responsibilities, family life, protection, and differing perspectives all help us grow.

Yet these overlook a more fundamental aspect of our growth. That is accountability. Our broken nature requires that we seek out others who will hold us to a higher standard. Close connections are not just a good idea, they are a necessity. Intimacy and transparency form the basis for healthy friendships and maturity, as well as fruitful marriages.

It’s tough to hedge or cheat when someone else watches over us. A real friend shows up when the road gets rocky. At such times of trouble, the voice of a trusted confidant is worth its weight in gold.

My own weaknesses seldom find a foothold when there is a brother with whom I pray. That voice of counsel is not only restorative, it’s the best means of prevention that I know.

Isolated people drift off by themselves. Our thoughts easily go astray. We become easy pickings for our enemy. When a good buddy is nearby, we simply make better choices.

Think of the scandals that would have been avoided. Imagine all the damage that we could sidestep with an accountable cohort. Isolation allows too much temptation to take root.

Firstfruits First reminds us that accountability needs to be our first line of defense. When we have someone we trust, who honors and appreciates us, life is better. The Lord never leaves us alone; let’s follow his example.

