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First Fruits First

September 1, 2017

What Love Can Do
“For God so loved the world…”  [John 3:16a]

Love is what makes things possible. Love is the engine that moves us from ideas to action. Love is pure motivation. Love covers our pain. Love is forgiveness. 

In a healthy relationship our own need for acceptance, attention, and recognition encourages us to provide similar affirmation for those we love. In so doing, we have the great hope and expectation that our outpouring of affection will bring some form of love back to us in return. 

But let’s be careful not to shortchange ourselves by predetermining how we want our generosity to be reciprocated. Genuine love is unselfish, unexpectant, humble.
There are so many ways to show we care. Consider the multitudes of mannerisms to manifest lovingkindness: smile, touch, kiss, wink, thumbs up, song, flowers, do the dishes, vacuum the car, poem, restaurant, walk on the beach, holding hands.

How many opportunities to love have we squandered? How many bridges have we burned? How many times will we hurt someone who really just needs a little love? Love is the universal tonic - with it hearts melt and fears fade away.

Yeshua is love personified. He came with a clear agenda – to show God’s love for His children. Until He walked in this world love was abstract - raw energy. Prior to His coming we could not fully grasp godly love. Before the person we only had the potential of His promise. Yeshua is God’s love gift to God’s creation.
“God so loved the world...” What a prelude to grace! Think of how this phrase could have ended. How many ways could God have found to show His love for us? But He had a plan. He set it up before the foundations were laid for our planet. He would send the firstfruits of the coming harvest. God would reveal his Majestic Mystery.

God laid it all out in advance. For us, it’s unpredictable, serendipitous, fresh, sweet, astonishing. Adverbs and adjectives attempt to describe, but none do justice to love. Then He finished the thought:
“That He gave His only begotten Son.” There it is. The future of life was called to die. Irrational, cataclysmic, gut wrenching, even idiotic. How is it possible for the One who is all-powerful to give up the most precious thing He had?
Have you thought about, “What love can do?” Love changed our world. Love changed you. Love changed me. God gave love for us to share. What are you waiting for? Go see what love can do.
