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Privilege and Pride
They urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people [2 Corinthians 8:4]
We are altering the definition of privilege. The word itself speaks of an advantage. This unsettling shift in meaning is emerging from a variety of segments of our society - be they economic, social, ethnic, cultural, or academic, just to name a few. 

When we attach a secondary word to the term “privilege” we place a negative spin on something that was once sought after. This is a dangerous trend. Prior to this new “spin” on privilege, we embraced the idea of privilege as something earned by accomplishing worthy achievements. Privilege was never meant to be about status; it was about benefits. Twisting the positive outcome of privilege, which has historically rewarded good intentions, deprives us of something valuable.
Not to ignore that many have abused the opportunity that privilege offers, let’s not start abusing terminology with such a broad swipe that we wipe out the good in an effort to identify the flaw of pride. This type of thinking promotes unhealthy trends that overshadow our best efforts when we miss the mark of perfection. All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God [Romans 3:23].
We have begun to measure the significance of historical figures and cultures against a new set of untested values that allow broadcast and social media to define politics and faith along narrow lines that are virtually impossible to walk, even while sober. The results attach derogatory implications to “privilege” that can besmear progress.
A phenomenon of social media is the acceleration of such trends. No longer do just a few media outlets influence the public’s perspective. In the not-too-distant past news was intentionally delivered without a “spin.”  If an agenda was attached to a news report, it was often difficult, if not impossible, to discern. Those days are gone.

Yeshua brings us salvation. This is a gift of God that is a privilege beyond compare. There is no way of calculating the value of eternal life with God brought to us by the Firstfruits of humanity, who came to usher us into the Kingdom of God. 
We now face a harshly critical world that thumbs its nose at those who claim to have received something so priceless. If believers are to thrive in this environment we must learn to live humble lives that exemplify privilege on a most magnificent scale. 

And we need to be cognizant that such a standing often invites criticism.

Our challenge will be to maintain this humility as we share our faith, not to lord over others. A truly mature believer needs to swallow his or her pride and walk without even a hint of superiority. Privilege is never an excuse for false pride.
Remember, real privilege is from God and supersedes every other advantage. 

