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Becoming the Rock

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church. Matthew 16:18
Are you the rock upon which Jesus can build His church? That’s what The Lord has called us to be. He started with Peter, but He continues with you and me. He is building the Kingdom of God and we are his living stones. Are you ready to be shaped by God? Let’s consider how God shaped Peter.

What was it about Peter than Jesus chose him to lay a foundation for God’s church to flourish? Was it his strength? He must have had a strong will. He was probably fearless. Fishing on the Sea of Galilee could be treacherous. Peter was a natural born leader. We would expect him to be well qualified -smart, dedicated, steadfast. The other fishermen followed him.

I submit that Peter possessed these qualities of leadership, but none of them hold value in the Kingdom of God unless they are tempered by humility.

God used Peter to be our model by dismantling his problems prior to granting him the mantle to fulfill his true potential. This process is painful. Like all who are called, The Lord led Peter through the refiner’s fire to melt his resistance to authority.

What will it take to tame your soul? Tragedy? Abandonment? Betrayal? God will tear down our idols before we receive His fullness.

Peter tried to tell Yeshua what to do, but was told that he was under Satan’s influence. Not

knowing how to behave on the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter offers to build three tabernacles. Despite clear warning, Peter betrayed Yeshua three times in one night.

Peter was a tough nut to crack. He didn’t like being told what to do. He was headstrong, tempestuous, impulsive, and easily misled. By the time Jesus was crucified, Peter was distraught. Surely he had blown his chance to lead.

It was by design that Yeshua asked for His disciples, and specifically Peter, to come see him by the Sea of Galilee after His resurrection. Peter must have been afraid to see Yeshua. In this broken state The Lord could now reach Peter’s inner man. His heart was soft. Peter was ready to be molded into God’s rock.

Let’s not forget that Peter is just like us. Don’t expect to be used by God unless you are willing to go through the refiner’s fire. You’ll be embarrassed, frustrated, lonely, and confused, yet all the while knowing that the Lord is preparing you for greatness. Let’s learn from Peter, but not be so naïve as to believe that our shaping will be easier than his.

Every great man or woman of God will tell you about God’s furnace. But I have good news for you. All who go through the fire come out as firstfruits, pure

