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The Great Debate
He [Apollos] vigorously debated the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ [Acts 18:28].

While most of our eyes are turned toward the Presidential Debate, there is a battle in the heavenlies that far eclipses the rhetoric of this fall’s two candidates. Not surprisingly, the issues we observe and vocalize during each election cycle have similar roots in the debates.

As in any contest, there are old school status-quo candidates verses those who insist on change. We all long for a wizened individual with hands-on experience, maturity, integrity, and honed public speaking skills who embraces the best of the past with a glorious view of the future.

Yet, even with all these criteria met, we quickly realize that a person without a biblical worldview will miss the big picture. And that picture is big indeed. Why? Because believers have a different understanding of reality.

When we share our faith in a fallen world we should expect resistance. Apollos encountered it, as did Paul. As we consider how to communicate our faith with others, we quickly come to recognize the need to be resilient. Barring a legitimate crisis, it usually takes numerous encounters, even vigorous debate, for an individual outside of a church setting to seriously reevaluate his/her life choices.

The world has two thousand years of pushing back against the gospel. You and I may have our own history of avoiding God. It’s usually the perseverance and sincerity of a believer that opens the door to salvation. The testimony of a mature believer is an irresistible force. 

So keep your sword sharpened and stand ready to defend what is righteous. God sent His Firstfruits to be our witness. Allow your witness to be the testimony that wins those whom God elects.
