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“But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa … found a ship and paid the fare to go with them from the presence of the Lord [Jonah 1:3].
Just where did Jonah think he could venture to leave the presence of God? And why on earth would God use such a disobedient soul to advance His Kingdom?

The answer is startling. God wanted to show mercy to Nineveh. He begins by showing mercy to Jonah. In fact, both were in need of a good spanking. What’s happened to mercy? Is this not the quality that separates the Judeo-Christian culture from the rest of the world? 

As we move past the Day of Atonement into the Hebrew calendar year of 5781, traditional Jewish culture studies the book of Jonah. Jonah had a problem. He didn’t want to be in the presence of God. Why? Because he didn’t want to follow God’s instruction to go to Nineveh.

So instead of traveling over 500 miles to the northeast, Jonah gains passage on a ship headed toward Tarshish, a city in southwest Spain – 2500 miles in the exact opposite direction! Note that current guesstimates place Nineveh on the Tigris River right in the middle of Iraq – a location virtually impossible for a big fish to access from the Mediterranean Sea in 3 days, but that may be all the more intriguing for God’s miraculous plan to unfold.

Be that as it may, God did not give up on Jonah. He showed mercy. He didn’t cancel his relationship with a man who clearly was fiercely resisting His instructions. Jonah did not want to cooperate, tried to flee from God’s presence, and God decided to humble him.

Is this a preview of our cancel culture? Is the world unwilling to follow God? Aren’t we also running in the wrong direction, avoiding God’s presence? Is humanity’s disobedience responsible for untold storms, disasters, and even wars?

Regardless of how our personal perspectives prompt us to answer these questions, let’s not miss the point. God does not cancel anyone from His grace and mercy.
God is totally serious about forgiveness. His firstfruits were given to set us free. He doesn’t hold back on salvation. He wants the sinners – every one of them. The greater the grievance the greater the glory! Besides, God is ever present – even in the belly of a big fish.
Let’s show grace and forgiveness to our adversaries. Let’s treat them with the same dignity and respect that our merciful Father always shows you and me.
A blessed New Year to all.

