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The Wisdom of the Wilderness

“Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness” [Exodus 7:16].

The Wilderness is a place of solitude and seeming emptiness. Here the body struggles to find shelter, water, and sustenance. Here the soul searches for meaning. Here the Spirit remembers the Big Picture about life. The wilderness reminds us that seeking God must be a daily practice.

Moreover, the wilderness is a place of transition. Just as Israel needed to cross the desert to reach the Promised Land, the Lord did not allow this journey to end until Israel was ready. What could have taken a few days required 40 years of daily perseverance. Israel was being tested, purified and prepared for a mighty move of God.

God delivered Israel from the Egyptians, but that was far removed from the task of taking the Promised Land. Israel was not ready.

In the wilderness, the lack of protection teaches us our vulnerability. Without covering we suffer from extremes of temperature, both hot and cold. Anyone who spends time in the desert quickly becomes aware of the broad span of temperatures that can scald and burn in the day, yet cause one to shiver and tremble at night.

Or perhaps you have been on high ground. The wind and storms can push us to our limits. Without heat we stand little chance of survival. Just building a fire can require special skills.

Even the ocean can be a wilderness. Its vastness swallows up all sense of personal significance. The wilderness brings us back to the basics, back to the realization of reliance. Without the hand of God we will not survive. It was here in the wilderness the Lord gave Israel manna – supernatural sustenance.

In civilian life, especially in urban zones, we easily shift into the belief that our own efforts will give us the desired results. We think that when we work hard we get paid. When we go to the store there will be groceries. There’s plenty of fuel for our cars. When we need something, it will be supplied. We forget that God, not you and me, generously supplies all things according to His Riches in Christ Jesus.

Israel was taught how to receive in the wilderness. Israel needed to learn reliance on God, not reliance on Pharaoh. Only when Israel leaned on God were they ready to demonstrate they were the firstfruits of God’s blessings – to be poured out on humanity. God could not depend on Israel until Israel learned to depend on God.

Israel walked the wilderness. Yeshua did the same. May our God be near when you are called to enter His wilderness and to prepare your soul for His high purposes. His manna and His firstfruits await your journey.
