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Being Used by God

Is God using you or are you using God?

Just how would one answer such a question? I believe the answer lies in our willingness to completely submit to our Lord’s leading. To do anything less means putting one’s own needs in front of God’s plan for His creation.

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. [Matthew 6:33]

This is the perpetual battle of “free will verses God’s will” that we face daily. We mistakenly measure our freedom on the basis of how many choices we are allowed to make. The standard for making such choices is based upon our own sense of sovereignty, which we glorify under the title of “self.” We actually believe that one’s ability to make whatever choice we desire is the best measure of freedom.

I invite you to take a step back and you will see that this is virtually the definition of anarchy. Claiming allegiance to a lifestyle that runs contrary to God’s design for His creation is simply foolish. Such a choice may feel right to our flesh or seem politically correct in our minds. We complain that our inmost desires are not being met, so we suffer a loss of liberty. We claim this is a constitutional right. God’s instructions seem restrictive. This is not the life we might choose. The next step we make determines who will rule our life.

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God… For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.  Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,  eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. [Romans 8:18-19; 22-23]

To be used by God means putting Him first. This is a tall order because we are required to yield our will to His. Yet, when we look at who God truly is, and the sacrifice that He made to demonstrate his unbounded love for us, it is no longer costly to embrace His plans over our own. In fact this is the best investment a person can make this side of heaven.

A person who chooses to follow God is going to be persecuted. Those who believe have received the blessings of being the firstfruits of creation. They will wear a crown of righteousness in eternity. For such an honor, we endure the ridicule of the rulers and the self-righteous. We know that they have yet to encounter the transforming power of the Holy Spirit that delivers us from all evil. We pray that all would come to faith in the gospel message.

God gives the Spirit without measure. He gives us everything without limit. There is no holding back with God. He does this continuously. There is never a moment when God does not give us every ounce of love He can.

If you want to be used by God, then stop trying to use His manifold blessings for selfish purposes. Our Lord continuously pours out His blessings on us, so there is no reason to hold back on doing His work here until He returns. Let us therefore yield our hearts to our King.

Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ. [Philippians 3:8]

