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And the shalom of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Messiah Yeshua [Philippians 4:7].

Debates about Jesus will always rise up. Everybody has a theory about His ministry, His life and His death. Such discussions, though often pointed, are meaningful and necessary to discover where people stand in their relationship with God.
How do we prepare for such encounters? What should I do when someone asks me a question I don’t know how to answer? What if the people I’m talking to seem to know more about scripture than I do? Suppose one of my teachers doesn’t believe in God?

These are all real circumstances. The fact is, we often find ourselves in situations that are uncomfortable. We want to be good witnesses of the gospel, but the attack can be fierce.

Seldom is our best witness of our Savior about how much we know. As impressive as it may be to hear a gifted bible scholar disarm tough questions, most folks don’t have the vocabulary, instruction, or keen intellect to overcome every objection.

I’d like to suggest an appropriate response to set your mind at ease. 

Perhaps the most powerful expression of our faith is demonstrated by our peace. When we fully grasp who Jesus is and what He has done for us, an overwhelming sense of wellbeing floods our souls. Our faith brings us deep peace. Why argue when you have shalom?

Ultimately, it is the peace that surpasses all understanding that carries the most weight. It’s this peace that the world craves. Having just returned from Israel, this scripture reminds me of God’s firstborn, the firstfruits of God’s provision; the heavenly place of God’s shalom.

Hebrews 12 tells us that we have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem… to the church of the firstborn. We are reminded of our eternal reward in heaven and the sprinkling of His blood that brings the peace that speaks of better things.

There is no need to argue when the world sees this peace. Shalom.

