First Fruits First


Freedom’s Foundation

February 1, 2020
Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,  
having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone
[Ephesians 2:19-20]
God whispers his secrets to His apostles and prophets. These first-generation disciples are chosen by the Lord to exemplify a godly relationship with Jesus the Messiah. Similarly, our own nation was built upon principles and precepts that reflect a godly value system.

God doesn’t want His Kingdom to be built in the dark. He reveals His mystery a few verses later as Paul declares, “it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:  that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel.”
We are learning about the unity that leads to freedom “through the Gospel.” The gospel is foundational to freedom. Freedom that does not acknowledge this revelation will not achieve a dwelling place that is acceptable to God. God makes a space for humanity to live without fear of conflict, judgment, or retribution.

Inspired by these values our forefathers laid out our Bill of Rights to provide the best possible protection for a fledgling nation to gain and embrace an understanding and appreciation for the biblical foundation for freedom. 
Yet our contemporary culture is redefining the “pursuit of life, liberty and happiness.” Consider how we have redefined these values:

“Pursuit” never did give us permission to follow any course we choose. 
“Life” is far more than living. Life is a sacred, cherished gift from our Father in heaven.

“Liberty” is not defined by anything goes. Liberty is an escape from bondage that starts with the recognition that Yeshua’s firstfruits price was paid for our freedom. 

“Happiness” is not to be used as a form of justification. The fact that something makes us happy does not automatically make it acceptable to all. Quite the contrary, happiness without suitable values is a dark, slippery slope into the abyss.

Today we suffer from misinterpretation of the most sacred texts in American history. We have determined that the pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness must be characterized by the destruction of boundaries and a redefining of values. We forget that only healthy boundaries based on a righteous gospel can lay the foundation for acceptable pursuits.
