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Why Do the Nations Rage?
Why do the nations rage,
And the people plot a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves,
And the rulers take counsel together,
Against the Lord and against His Anointed
[Acts 4:25-26].

Why do the nations rage? Just what is it that makes the nations angry? What would cause kings to gather together and plot against the King of Heaven? Why would such countries and rulers oppose God and His Messiah?

The above passage, first appearing in King David’s Messianic Psalm 2, is repeated after Peter and John have stood before the Sanhedrin to defend the miraculous restoration of a lame man. The spiritual authorities are powerless to stop the apostles from proclaiming their message that Yeshua is Messiah and that this miracle is none other than the work of the Anointed One whom they killed and whom God raised from the dead.

This shook Israel’s governing body to the core. They tried to quiet Peter and John, but could not punish them on account of the people, because they were all glorifying God [Acts 4:21].

Two fishermen challenged the Sanhedrin’s standing. Israel’s religious hierarchy raged because their power was threatened. The public had witnessed a healing of such magnitude that only God could have been responsible. To admit such a feat occurred might erode the priests’ position of having superior knowledge of the Holy Scriptures – even as the invalid now stood on both feet before them.

Imagine the scene as Peter and John rejoin the gathered disciples explaining the ruling rabbi’s futile attempts to censure their testimony. The inevitable and glorious result: the faithful followers of the Lord lifted their voices, declaring the prophetic words from Psalm 2.

The disciples realized the gospel message could not be stopped. The council elders had just performed exactly as King David said they would by trying to stand against Israel’s Messiah, God’s Anointed One. Glory to God!

The Holy Scriptures are not silent sentinels. They speak to our past, present, and future. The message is timeless. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever [Hebrews 13:8]. God’s Word convicts us of His truth.

Today, on the brink of Purim – the casting of lots – we remember the attempts of Israel’s enemies in Persia (present day Iran) to destroy the Jews. We recall God’s remarkable plan to place Queen Esther in the midst of events to bring forth His salvation. As Haman raged against the Jews, Queen Esther had to place her life in peril to save Israel.

I say, “Let us stand before rulers and authorities to declare that Yeshua is in fact the One whom God sent. His miracles continue today, despite our world’s unwillingness to acknowledge their Source. The witness of our own testimony must continue to echo Esther’s historic message of courage in the face of oppression and to cast our lot with the Lord of Hosts.

Commit your ministry to bring forth First Fruits First by standing strong and undergirding Israel at her hour of need – that she would know her Messiah is Yeshua of Nazareth, the One Moses told us God would send. As the nations rage, our world needs our witness to know He is the way, the truth and the life and His truth shall set us free. Amen.

For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” [Esther 4:13-15].

